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Regions of Virginia during 
the Secession Crisis, 1860–1861

S E C E S S I O N

The Union or Secession Web Exhibition is an ideal place for educators to get primary 

sources to teach their students about the events leading up to the Civil War in 

Virginia. Students can explore what average Virginians were doing and saying as the 

nation slowly, and not inevitably, moved towards secession and war. 

Primary Sources Available:

Letters   Political Cartoons

Speeches  Broadsides / Flyers

Newspapers  Portraits

Maps

Also available are more than forty biographies of Virginians from different walks of life, 

who were involved on either side of the debate.

Eleven step-by-step lesson plans are included on the site. Each plan with handouts and 

instructions is available for download as either a pdf or as a word document and most 

have accompanying power point presentations as well.

A special section for younger users of the site is Callie’s Mailbag. Presented in a style 

modeled after social networking sites, Callie’s mailbag is a selection of letters written 

to a young woman in Campbell County, Virginia, between 1859 and 1861. Interspaced 

with gossip about friends and family members, news from school and home, her 

correspondents tell their opinions and fears concerning current events.
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